This study examines the place names shown on the 1:200,000 topographic map of the Lenin Peak area, located in southern Kyrgyzstan. A total of 125 place names were researched and divided into five distinct categories: names related to physical characteristics such as topography (77), names related to flora and fauna (23), names related to colour (17), names after people (13), and names with other meanings (44). The study argues that place names can be an important ecotourism resource for the area in question. Furthermore, this study includes nine place names that are not shown on the map but are regarded as potentially important for tourists. Developing ecotours using the place names may lead to an enhanced experience for tourists visiting the area.
Ⅱ.Study area and methods 1. Study area
The study area is composed of the Alay (Alai) 2) Valley, which is sandwiched between the Alay (Alai) Range to the north and the Zaalay (Za-Alai)
Range to the south (Fig. 1) . The Alay (Alai) and Zaalay (Za-Alai) ranges are collectively called the Pamir-Alai Mountains. While some European atlases and maps have shown the range as the 'Trans Alai Range' (e.g., 1:500,000 'The Pamirs'), it is rarely referred to as such by Kyrgyz nations.
Some local people also call the Zaalay Range as Chong-Alai Range (big Alai Range).
Administratively, the study area belongs to Osh Oblast (province or region) and is divided into two Rayon (districts): Alai Rayon (the eastern half) and Chong-Alai Rayon (the western half). This area is geographically situated in the remotest area of Kyrgyzstan, where economic development lags far behind the rest of the country Gaunavinaka, 2010) . The primary industry is animal husbandry.
Transhumance of sheep, goats, horses and yaks is an established tradition in the area, while the tourism industry is extremely limited.
Anarbaev and Watanabe (2008) 
Methods
The place names in the study area were taken from the 1:200,000 topographic map ('Lenin Peak'), which was published in English by the Kyrgyz State Service of Geodesy and Cartography in 2008 4) . This map is sold in a map shop and a scattering of souvenir shops in Bishkek. In addition, there are a limited number of topographic maps covering the area: the Soviet Military 1:100,000 topographic map 'Kashka-Suu' (J-43-14) , the Soviet Military 1:50,000 topographic map J-43-14-G (these are not available at local market), and the 1:600,000 'Batken and Osh Oblasts' map (which is available locally). The Swiss-made 1:100,000 'Lenin Peak Climbing Map', a highly precise contour map available online (Hauser, 2011) , covers the southeastern part of the study area. These maps were also consulted in this study.
A total of 125 place names were read for study, all located in the Alay (Alai) Valley of the 1:200,000 topographic map excluding the northern part of the map (Fig. 1) . The place names in the study area are derived mostly from the Kyrgyz language, with some origins from Russian and Tajik
Pamiri. The authors inquired as to the meanings of the place names with a number of local residents and tour guides. Four of the authors (TW, MA, YL and TS) actually participated in the existing tours led by local guides, during which we interviewed the local guides about the interpretation of place names. In addition, the authors found that some place names that are not shown on the 1:200,000 topographic map would be helpful during ecotours in the area. Additional place names that are not shown on the map, therefore, were also examined in the field, especially the place names that can be used for interpretation to tourists.
In general, the classification of place names has been inconsistent in previous toponymic studies conducted elsewhere in the world; thus, there is an absence of effective, consistent, and standardized typology for toponym specifics (Tent and Blair, 2011) . Gammeltoft (2005) , for example, classified place names into three groups: relationship, quality, and usage, while Rennick (2005) identified eight groups. For the purposes of this study, place names on the 1:200,000 map have been divided into five groups: (1) names related to physical characteristics such as topography; (2) names related to fauna and flora; (3) names related to colour; (4) place named after people, and (5) names with other meanings. gold drainage/river, Bulak-Suu: spring-river, and
Kashka-Suu: clean river/water).
Another characteristic of the place names in the study area is a strong relationship with hummocky moraines ( Table 1 . (Watanabe, 2008) , although the region in general is too arid to sustain thick forests. Nevertheless, the number of place names related to forests and trees is large.
Place names related to colour
Nearly 14% of the place names (17/125) are related to colour ( red-flag, and Kyzyl-Ungkür=Kyzyl-Üngkür: redcave).
Place names after people
There are 13 places named after people (personal names) in the area (Table 1 ). The names of the major peaks and glaciers tend to take the personal names (Fig. 2) 
Other place names
The place names that fall aside the four categories all possess a special significance.
Three place names are related to the fortresses:
Doroot-Korgon (daroot-fortress), Jangy-Korgon
(new-fortress), and Kosh-Korgon (twin-fortress).
These place names are strongly related to the period of Kokon Khanate and to the influence of should be developed in conjunction with tourism facilities in the village to ensure that the income generated goes back to the local economy.
In addition to the above sites it would be feasible to develop a one-night trekking course to the Dam-Jayloo valley (Fig. 9) . Bai denotes 'rich' (Table 2) . Local tradition has it that Alip hunted wildlife for local inhabitants who had no food during World War II. There are lakes in the uppermost valley: Kosh-Köl Lake (twinlake lakes) and Dam-Jayloo Lake (moist summer pasture lake) (Fig. 7) .
(2) Sary-Tash courses Alay Jayloo (beautiful place summer pasture), and
Nichke Jayloo (narrow summer pasture) would Fig. 10 . Distribution of the place names around Sary-Tash (Base map: 1:200,000 topographic map) K1-4: Kezüü routes (K1: Kamchatka Kezüü group using KokBulak Jayloo (Kök-Bulak Jailoo), K2: Kara-Döbö Kezüü group using Kara-Döbö Jayloo (Jailoo), K3: Öidöngkü Maala Kezüü group using At-Jol Jailoo, K4: Erkeshtam Kezüü group using Tumanchy Jailoo), D: Demei-Suu, MDJ: Makal-Döbö Jailoo, AJ: Alai Jailoo, NJ: Nichke Jailoo, V1 & V2: viewpoint. offer tourists the opportunity to experiences the local cuisine, complete with fermented mare's milk (kymyz), in a yurt. Half-day tours offering the chance to see groups of grazing sheep/goats, which are called Kezüü 8) , could be an attraction to tourists (Fig. 10, Table 2 ). Along the courses, various place names such as Kok-Bulak (Kök-Bulak, green-spring), Kara-Döbö (Kara-Töbö, big-hill),
At-Jolu (horse-road), and Tumanchy (foggy area; not shown on the 1:200,000 topographic map), would add to the experience if interpreted as part of the activities offered in the pasture area.
Examples in the villages with historical change
The authors found two place names that have been changed, excluding Lenin Peak. It might prove interesting for tourists if guides were to explain the stories behind these changes.
The village name Kara-Kabak, which means 'black/big ravine' (Table 1) (e.g., village, town or city).
2) The correct spelling of 'Alay' is 'Alai' although the 5) It is difficult to say that 'kara' is always used to express the meaning of colour. 'Kara' often denotes size/ scale of the object or place. For example, Kara-Sai means 'wide/large dry river' as well as 'black-river,'
'Kara-Jol' means 'main-road', and 'Kara-Köl' means 'large lake' as well. 
